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Squire Boone was a man who lived in the shadow of his brother Daniel, but in many ways, might 

have been Daniel‟s better.  He was best known as an Indian fighter, but he could also practice 

medicine in a pinch.  He was a farmer, an explorer, and a preacher of the Gospel, performing the 

first wedding in Kentucky at Boonesborough, and possibly the first wedding in southern Indiana as 

well.  He also built the first Baptist church in Indiana and he delivered the first sermon in the new 

town called Louisville, Kentucky.  Squire was a carpenter, an accomplished gun maker, a stone 

cutter, and he built the first gristmill in Indiana: a replica built on Squire‟s original foundation of 

which still operates today at Squire Boone Caverns. 

 

Squire had been in almost every major  

battle in Kentucky, and was wounded  

eleven times, leaving him with a limp,  

a twisted back, one arm shorter than the  

other, and a bad scar across his forehead.   

He was by Daniel‟s side at the early  

exploration of Kentucky, the forging of  

the Wilderness Road, the building of Ft.  

Boonesborough, and the Siege of the  

Fort in 1778. 

 

The love for exploring new lands was  

something that both Daniel and Squire  

shared.  But let‟s start at the beginning.   

Squire Boone Jr. was the tenth of  

eleven children born to Squire and  

Sarah (Morgan) Boone, Oct. 5, 1744 in  

Pennsylvania.  Squire‟s father had come  

to this country from England.  His father  

and mother were married in the Society  

of Friends Church at Gwynedd Meeting  

House in Montgomery County, Pennsyl- 

vania, on “seventh month, 23
rd

, 1723”  

according to the Society of Friends  

records.  Though a decade apart in age,  

the two brothers were almost inseparable.   
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At the age of 15, young Squire was sent back to Pennsylvania to learn the gunsmith trade from a 

master gunsmith, his own cousin Samuel Boone.  After an apprenticeship of five years, he returned 

to North Carolina and was married  

shortly after to Miss Jane Van Cleve,  

by whom he had five children:  

Jonathan, Moses, Isaiah, Sarah and  

Enoch Morgan.  The last child born,  

Enoch, was one of the first white  

children to be born in Kentucky.   

Enoch was born October 1777 and  

according to some historians, this was  

two years after the first white child. 

 

At one point Squire and Daniel had  

traveled to St. Augustine, Florida,  

looking for land, but were not satisfied  

with what they found.  After returning  

home, the families settled in the Upper  

Yadkin in the Carolinas.  Yet there was 

another burning desire in Daniel‟s mind,  

which caught on with Squire very quickly. 

It was a land that Daniel first heard of  

from John Findley, when Daniel served  

with Findley in the French and Indian 

War in 1755.  Both Daniel and Findley  

served as waggoners under Braddock.   

Findley had described the land as a  

paradise, flowing with milk and honey.   

He called it by its Indian name of   

Kante-Ke, later known as Kentucky.   

 

Daniel first entered Kentucky in 1769 with Findley, his brother-in-law, John Stuart, and three other 

men.  Squire stayed home to help care for the families, and to insure that the crops would all get 

planted and the harvest brought in.  After seven months had gone by, the families started to think 

that Daniel and the others might have been killed, since they had no word from them.  So Squire got 

together supplies, and along with Alex Neeley, a family friend, went to find Daniel and the others.  

Squire was able to find Daniel‟s Station Camp, without any roads, maps or any knowledge of 

Kentucky.  Upon finding the camp, however, Daniel and John were not there, having been captured 

by a group of Shawnees led by an Cherokee called Capt‟n Will.  They made their escape finally and 

got back to find Squire and Alex Neeley there with the life-saving supplies that they needed so 

badly.  Daniel, that evening, told Squire that he was amazed that he could find them in the 

Wilderness so easily.   
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Increased Indian troubles caused everyone except Squire, Daniel, John Stuart and Alex Neeley to  

go home.  Then one day, their brother-in-law John failed to return to camp.  At this point, Neelely 

became so frightened that he headed home on his own.  Squire and Daniel looked hard for their 

brother-in-law John, but were never able to find his body.  His bones were found later (5 years later) 

inside a hollow tree, recognized by Stuart‟s powder horn.  Squire and Daniel stayed on for another 

year collecting their fortunes, but on the trip home they lost everything to Indians except more of a 

love than ever for the new land of Kentucke. 

 

They decided in 1772 to make their claims to land in Kentucke before all the land was gone, but a 

terrible tragedy befell them.  By the River of the Powell Valley, Daniel had sent his oldest son James 

along with other young boys back for supplies.  A group of Delawares, Shawnees and Cherokees  

tortured, killed, and mutilated the boys.  There was a slave with them called Adam who had hid and 

survived the attack.  When Adam got back and told the others of the attack, it was Squire who went 

back to bury his nephew and the others.   

 

Later on, Adam moved south of Corydon, Indiana in order to be close to the man he thought so 

highly of, Squire Boone.  Adam gave a first hand account of what Squire Boone looked like, and  

this was written down for us by Adam‟s  

son who learned how to read and write.   

He stated that Squire stood well over  

six feet in height and that he was a  

powerful man.  Another document  

stated Squire stood better than  

6 feet 3 inches. 

 

After James death, Squire would not  

see Kentucke again until 1775 when  

Daniel was hired to build a road into  

the Wilderness.  This came after the  

Treaty at Sycamore Shoals when  

Henderson and Co. bought the  

Kentucke lands from the Cherokee.   

Squire was with Daniel and the  

others as they looked for the land  

to fortify a town site, and for this  

Daniel would receive 2000 acres  

of land.  They decided on a gently  

flowing plain down river from the  

mouth of Otter Creek on the 

Kentucky River, and it was here  

that Boonesborough was built in  

the spring, April, 1775. 
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Indian fights soon became commonplace as the Indians weren‟t willing to give up their hunting 

lands willingly.  After all, it did not belong to the Cherokees to sell.  By 1776 the Indian troubles 

were so severe that trade goods stopped getting in to the Stations and Forts, and soon the shoes  

and clothes started wearing out.  It was in the summer of 1776 that the kidnapping of Jemima  

Boone and the two Callaway girls took place.  The rescue of the girls by Daniel, Squire and other 

men from Ft. Boonesborough has gone down in the history books as one of the most daring 

adventures on the Western Frontier.  A short time later, Squire Boone performed the first wedding  

in all of Kentucky when he married Betsy Callaway to Sam Henderson there at Ft. Boonesborough.   

 

In 1777 the second child born in all of Kentucky took place at Boonesborough when Jane Boone 

gave birth to Enoch Morgan Boone, Squire and Jane‟s fifth and last child.  1777 was also a terrible 

year as far as trouble with the Indians.  In fact, it came to be called the “Year of the Bloody Sevens.”  

Near Harrodsburg, while Squire was serving with Col. Bowman, the fight at Cove Spring, 

sometimes called the “Battle of the Corn Crib,” took place, and once again Squire was badly 

wounded.  This is the fight that Squire has stated, “It was the best little Injun fight I was ever in.”   

 

During the winter of 1777 salt was running out at Ft. Boonesborough, so Daniel, along with about 

thirty other men, went to the Blue Licks to make salt.  They were captured by a group of Shawnees 

and taken to the Ohio lands.  Daniel had made a deal with the Indians in order to save the lives of  

the other men, but this deal led to a court martial later, as many came to believe Daniel had 

committed an act of treason.  Daniel later made his escape and returned to Ft. Boonesborough to 

warn them that Blackfish was going to attack.  He found that his wife, Rebecca, had returned to the 

Carolinas, believing him dead, but his daughter, Jemima, had stayed behind at the Fort waiting for 

her father‟s return.  The settlers had just enough time to fortify for the attack because of Daniel‟s 

warning. 

 

Then in September 1778 the Shawnees under Blackfish appeared at Boonesborough.   Right away, 

Blackfish called for Daniel to come out and talk with him.  Daniel tried to buy even more time in 

„parlayin‟ with the Indians, in order that the walls could be strengthened and a well be dug.  Finally, 

the time came for the treaty with Blackfish and his warriors.  Daniel and Squire knew of the 

impending trick that Blackfish had in mind, so they told others inside the Fort to be ready to fire at 

the first sign of trouble.  When the Indians made a grab for the men, Daniel and Squire were both 

wounded and Squire was the last man to get inside the Fort.  The Siege of Ft. Boonesborough lasted 

ten days, with the Indians trying to set fire to the Fort on the tenth night.  Suddenly, hard rains fell, 

and all at Ft. Boonesborough felt it was Providence that saved them.   

 

After the 1778 Siege of Ft. Boonesborough, Benjamin Logan and Richard Callaway tried to bring a 

court martial with charges of treason against Daniel Boone.  It didn‟t take long for Daniel to be 

found not guilty, but the charges brought much pain for all the Boone family, a pain that lasted  

many years. 
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Then came the terrible year of the Hard Winter of 1778-1779.  It was so cold that many historians 

have come to call it „a mini ice age.‟  It was so cold that many animals and people froze or starved  

to death, yet the frontier spirit prevailed.  That December of 1778, Daniel took his family and others 

to Marble Creek and built Boone‟s Station.  Squire, his family, and thirteen other families left and 

went to an area that he had visited and planted corn back in 1776.  While Squire was there  in 1776 

he had taken a stone from Clear Creek, had carved his name and the date into the stone and had 

painted it red.  So in April 1780, Squire and the others built Painted Stone Station.  This area is 

located just northeast of Louisville, Kentucky.   

 

Indian troubles persisted, and men were killed.  Squire again was badly wounded by a rifle ball  

that had broken his upper arm bone and then entered his chest.  He heard later that the renegade, 

Simon Girty, was bragging that it was he who had shot Squire.  He was actually quoted as saying, 

“I made Squire‟s shirt tails fly” as he laughed.  The attacks got so bad that people became frightened 

and decided to move out of Painted Stone Station and go to the safety of Linn‟s Station, closer to  

the more populated Stations along the Beargrass.  Squire, his wife Jane, and the Widow Hinton had 

stayed behind due to the severity of Squire‟s wound. 

 

Joseph Brant, Alexander McKee and a force of Indians ambushed the settlers leaving Painted Stone, 

at an area near the Long Run Creek.  Over fifteen people were killed, mostly women and children, 

and more would have died if not for the heroic actions of Bland Ballard and Tom McCarty.  When 

Col. Floyd heard of the attack, he and thirty men went to find survivors and bury the dead.  They  

too were ambushed, and all but nine were killed.  Squire, Jane and the Widow Hinton were able to 

make their way to Linn‟s Station right before the Indians burned Painted Stone Station.  Squire 

recovered and joined George Rogers Clark on his expedition into Ohio to burn the major Indian 

Towns.  

 

This eased the Indian troubles 

until 1782 when the Shawnees 

attacked Kentucky again. After 

the torturing and burning of Col. 

William Crawford, the Indians  

crossed the Ohio River into  

Kentucky and attacked Bryan‟s 

Station. The Kentucky Militia  

answered the call with 182 men,  

including Daniel and Squire  

Boone and others of the Boone  

family. Daniel and Squire knew  

that something was wrong, and  

they tried to warn the men that 

a possible ambush was facing them when they got to the Licking River near the Blue Licks.    
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That‟s when Hugh McGary started yelling that Boone was a coward and that all who were not 

cowards should follow him.  All crossed the River with McGary, including Daniel and Squire 

Boone.  As they went up the crest of the hill, the Indians rose and fired as one, and all but three  

of the advance militia fell.  McGary led the retreat, as Daniel was yelling for his men to gather,  

when his son Israel was shot dead.  In just a few minutes, over 70 men lay dead.  It was an 

overwhelming defeat for Kentucky, and after the Battle of the Blue Licks over half of populated 

Kentucky left forever, never to return.  Daniel never forgave himself for letting McGary‟s 

accusations of being a coward cause him to follow into an ambush that led to his son‟s death. 

 

Squire helped in burying the dead in a common grave at the Blue Licks.  There is a monument 

there today that commemorates the fallen dead, and I might mention the Battle of the Blue Licks 

is reenacted every year on the very grounds that the actual battle took place. 
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After the Blue Licks, Squire and his family lived near Fort Harrod for a short spell, then about  

1784 he rebuilt Painted Stone Station, adding a gristmill and a sawmill at the fortification.   

Squire became the largest landowner in what is now known as Shelby County, Kentucky, but  

soon started to lose his land due to fraudulent land titles.   

 

 

 

It was during the year 1787 that  

Squire and Daniel arranged to meet  

north of the Ohio River, in the lands 

which would eventually become  

southern Indiana.  They hunted  

along Buck Creek, when suddenly  

they noticed a spring flowing out of  

a hillside.  They discovered a cave,  

and found after about 300 feet into  

the cave, a huge cavern with roaring 

underground streams and waterfalls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exiting the cave they went up hill  

and found another cave opening,  

much smaller and only going back  

about 20 feet or so before it closed  

off into an opening too small to  

explore further. Squire remembered  

this small opening later on, and one  

day it would save his life from  

hostile Indians. 
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After Daniel and Squire parted ways again, Squire and his family settled back in Shelby County, 

Kentucky until 1799.  This was the year that Squire helped Daniel move his family to Missouri. 

Squire wanted to move there also,  

and while in Missouri build him 

and Jane a house, but his children 

and Jane declined, stating they did 

not like the land.  So Squire came 

back to Kentucky and found his  

lands taken away by „land sharks‟  

or land attorneys.  He was even  

thrown into prison in Louisville for  

non-payment of debts.  Soon, friends  

of the famous pioneer, came to his  

rescue and paid off his debts. Squire  

was ready to leave Kentucky forever. 

 

He and Jane decided to move to the land where he and Daniel had discovered the caves, where 

the raging torrents of water would be perfect for powering a gristmill.  Squire went back to 

explore the valley near the cave first, before moving his family.  While there, he encountered a 

raiding party of  Indians, and remembering the location of the smaller cave, up the hill from the 

larger cave, he ran and jumped into this smaller cave, covering himself over with brush and vines. 

Squire hid in this cave with the Indians in hot pursuit.   While hiding, he prayed incessantly while 

the Indians searched for him.  When they were unable to locate him, Squire knew that God had 

heard his prayers and he came to believe that the smaller cave was „Holy Ground.‟  Squire had 

found the site for his cabin and gristmill, and then returned to Kentucky to move them to the new 

territory of Indiana in 1804.  This site is now located thirteen miles south of Corydon, Indiana. 

Corydon would also become Indiana‟s first State Capital.  Squire and his sons built the gristmill  

in 1809, and in 1813 he and his son, Moses, built the first Baptist Church in Indiana. 
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By now Squire had developed congestive heart failure, then known as „dropsy.‟  He was growing 

weary and sensed the end was near.  Being quite a carpenter, he fashioned his own coffin from 

walnut, and then he made his family promise they would bury him in the cave which had saved  

his life.  On August 15, 1815 Squire got his last wish when his sons placed his body into the  

walnut coffin he had made, then they carried his body up the hill and placed it into the small  

cave that Squire had considered as “Holy Ground.”  His beloved wife Jane (Van Cleve) Boone 

would live fourteen years longer than her husband. 

 

Over the years, people started collecting souvenirs of not only the famous pioneer‟s coffin, but of 

his bones as well, once they had broken through to reach his body.  In 1973 the land containing  

Squire‟s gristmill and the caves were opened to the public.  Two guides who worked there had  

heard about the stories of Squire Boone, and how he had gone into the cave many times to carve 

scriptures on the walls where he was to be buried.  They went looking for these scriptures, but  

found something else in the water and silt on the cave floor.  They discovered a skull and many 

bones, along with small rotted pieces of Squire‟s walnut coffin.  The bones and skull exhibited 

evidence of the many wounds Squire Boone had been known to have suffered. 

 

Squire‟s descendents were notified, and a new walnut coffin was made. His bones were placed into  

a shroud that was made by one of Squire‟s direct descendents.  The coffin was then sealed, and it 

was placed deep into the Caverns of the larger cave down the hill on Buck Creek, and these caverns 

would from then on bear his name.  A eulogy was given by Ted Igleheart, a Squire Boone historian 

and a Shelby County, Kentucky resident, followed by a sermon and prayer by the Rev. James Pyles. 

Squire Boone had once again been laid to rest.   
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Yes, Squire Boone was an amazing man, yet you cannot find much written about him.  When I 

wrote this story, I started thinking how this story was not only about Squire, but about many of  

our ancestors, the early settlers who came to the Western Frontier called Kentucke, or as it was 

known then, the „ Middle Ground.‟  They were men and women of many talents, having to fight  

for a life they hoped would be better for their families.  The lives of most of these men and  

women are unknown, because they didn‟t have someone writing down their stories.  We hope 

that this story will help in bringing notoriety to a true Frontiersman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      On the next two pages are the photos & stories 

                   of a knife and pipe hawk that Squire had made. 
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        Names of available books offering information about Squire Boone: 

 


